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Hello – I’m Kathryn Sklar and I’m delighted to open our historic proceedings.  First we’ll hear from Richard Carwardine, Rhodes Professor of American History at the University of Oxford, and the author (among other writings) of Evangelicals and Politics in Antebellum America.  More than most historians of the U.S., Professor Carwardine understands the diverse dimensions of missionary activities and more than most he can appreciate our efforts to restore those dimensions to the mainstream of American history.  

PROFESSOR CARWARDINE.    

Hello again.  I am very happy to welcome you to our conference on “Competing Kingdoms:  Women, Mission, Nation, and American Empire, 1812 -1938,” the first international conference on the history of American women missionaries. 
You have come from far and near.  In the UK from the universities of Cambridge, Leicester, Leeds, and Aberystwyth. From as far away as Japan and India, and Australia.  From Gdansk.   From Toronto.  And from all parts of the United States—In the Northeast-- from New York, Massachusetts, Connecticut and New Jersey.  In the Southeast,-- from Virginia, Kentucky, Georgia and Arkansas.  In the Midwest from Ohio  Michigan, and Indiana.  And from Oregon and California on the Pacific coast.     

What marvelous human resources you represent!  Clearly you are well equipped to in the next few days to create a new interpretation of American women missionaries.   Thank you for coming and thank you for your participation in our discussions in the days ahead. 

Before we begin to create that interpretation, however, I hasten to thank our many conference sponsors.  We would not be here today without them.  The most important of these is the Rothermere American Institute, which has funded most of our local costs.  For this support I thank Paul Giles, Director of the Institute, and Richard Carwardine.   Rothermere Institute support has included the services of Laura Lauer, Assistant Director of the Institute, who fearlessly supervised our local planning and accounts, and Emma Ruckley, PhD student in U.S. history, whose management of the details of our local arrangements has made our gathering today so smooth and happy.  
Crucial funding also came from the State University of New York at Binghamton, which brought us the services of Erin Shaunnessey as our web mistress.  Additional funding in the U.S. came from the American Philosophical Society and the Huntington Library.  From Japan we received generous support from the American Studies Foundation and the Institute for Women's Studies at Tokyo Woman's Christian University.  

When you have a moment, take a look at the marvelous exhibit upstairs in the Harmsworth Library of Oxford library materials pertaining to women missionaries.  For that exhibit I thank Oxford University librarians Isabel Holowaty, Jane Rawson and Lucy McCann.  I also thank Isabel for organizing our amazing tour of the Bodleian Library this morning.   

From the bottom of my heart I also thank my colleagues on the conference program committee, Barbara Reeves-Ellington, Rui Kohiyama, and Connie Shemo, for their energetic and insightful work over the past three years.  It has been a joy to work with them.   

Finally I thank you for recruiting support from your home institutions to come here.  And I thank those of you who wrote papers for presentation here and those who wrote papers for posting on our website.  To you and to those who are attending the conference even though you have not written papers, I thank you for the generous contribution of your time and energy to prepare for and attend the conference.  
Special thanks also to the chairs and commentators for our four panels, who have generously agreed to help organize our discussions and who will lead our concluding panel discussion on Saturday afternoon.  I hope that every conference participant will contribute ideas, questions and final reflections to that Saturday discussion.  We hope to publish a book based on our conference proceedings, and the contribution of each and every one of you to our conversation here will help us bring the best possible book (or books?) out of our proceedings. 

Today, tomorrow and Saturday we will forge a new conversation across the various sectors of historical study that research and write about the history of American women missionaries.   Before I introduce our distinguished keynote speaker, I want to say a few words about the goals that I and my program committee colleagues have for our discussions.  
*          *           *

The title of our conference “Competing Kingdoms:  Women, Mission, Nation, and American Empire, 1812-1938,” expresses our hope that we will highlight the complexity of the history of American women missionaries.  Historians of American women too often see religion as homogeneous and too often view women’s participation in religion negatively.  To gain a different perspective we want to consider not just the relationship between “women” and “religion” but by placing women and their missionary activity in the larger cultural and political context of their time we want to view them in interaction with contemporary nationalisms and imperialisms.  In this way we hope to achieve three goals.  

1) we want to advance the study of American women.  

2) We want to advance the internationalization of American history.

3) Ultimately we want to understand how American women missionaries fit into the mainstream of American history when that history is viewed from an international perspective. .  
As you know we have organized the conference around four fundamental topics  in interaction:  women, mission, nation, and American empire.  

· Women were fundamental to us because, recognizing gender as a basic principle of social organization, we wanted to see the past though the eyes of people who were identified as female rather than male.  Our primary interest was in women who were American missionaries, but we wanted to see them in interaction not only with American men, but with women and men of other cultures and nationalities. 

Mission remained fundamental to us because we wanted to study women within that stream of religious behavior that the Oxford English Dictionary calls “The action of sending men or women forth with authority to preach the faith and administer the sacraments.”  
· Nation seemed fundamental to us because we wanted to study the ways that 19th century notions of national identity—filtered through language, politics, culture and history—shaped the behavior and attitudes of missionary women and men, and the people with whom they interacted.  

· Empire, including American empire, was fundamental to us because our research showed that the interaction of people across international boundaries was shaped by larger imperial units consisting of dominions, colonies, and dependencies as well as by nation states. The Ottoman Empire, the British Empire, the Chinese Empire, and other imperial projects are important to our story.  So we hope to see to what extent  American missionaries were part of an American empire. 
Thus our title of “competing kingdoms” comes from our hope that we can illuminate the interaction between and among these four fundamental human constructions:  woman, mission, nation, and empire.  
During the past quarter century historians of United States have learned a great deal about American history by viewing American social, economic, and political history through the eyes of women. We’re now poised on an historiographic frontier that invites us to view through the eyes of women the history of American interaction with other cultures.  At our conference we’re fortunate to include scholars like Jane Hunter and Mary Renda who have already crossed that historiographic frontier and blazed new paths for us to follow.  Building on their work, we can begin to explore new ways of using the voluminous sources pertaining to American women missionaries -- the largest group of American women who lived abroad in the period between the formulation of the Monroe Doctrine and the beginning of World War II.   
The time parameters of our conference (1812 to 1938) actually predate the 1823 Monroe Doctrine, 1812 being the date that the largest American missionary group, the [Congregationalist Presbyterian] American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions sent the first group of American missionaries to India.   Our terminal date of 1938 is adopted from the International Council of Missions that year, which Dana Roberts and other scholars have taken as marking the shift away from a missionary model in which western women ministered to non-Western women, to a new conception of “world friendship,” which, on the brink of World War II, empowered non-western people in their interaction with westerners.   

Between 1812 and 1938 American missionary women changed their own lives and changed the world by their activities outside the United States.  In the case of home missionaries they changed the United States by their activities outside the boundaries of the middle-class culture into which most of them were born.  Conscientiously recording their experience in letters and diaries, they joined large institutions that kept copious records.  In many cases they learned the native languages of their host countries and left remarkable accounts of their interaction with people of other cultures.  
Yet historians of American women have largely neglected the history of missionary women, partly because, present company excepted, they have generally neglected the history of women and religion.  Special cases like the history of Mormon women or Quaker women are the exceptions that prove the rule.  Other categories of analysis have invited much more attention.  Family life, labor force participation, social movements, political activism are topics with much more extensive historiographies pertaining to women than that of religion, although religion permeates each of those categories.  The study of American women missionaries offers us an opportunity to remedy this neglect, and at the same time to place women where they belong in the mainstream of American interactions with the wider world.    

Within that context the study of women missionaries is especially rich in its potential to illuminate social and cultural interactions between women missionaries and groups that they encountered abroad.  Relatively unrepresented at the table where diplomatic affairs were settled, women nevertheless did much to shape the social and cultural context that framed diplomatic exchanges.  The balance of international power was affected by schools, health, and religion as well as by commerce, diplomacy and gunboats.  So the history of American women missionaries has much to tell us about how American schools, health and religion were carried abroad in the long 19th century and changed the terms that governed international commerce, diplomacy and gunboats.  

To understand that history and convey it to a waiting world, we have to step out of the specialized scholarly silos that we usually inhabit and engage in cross-disciplinary conversation that stretches across women’s history, the history of religion, and the history of area studies.  Our conference is intended to be a workshop, where the emphasis is on discussion.  We hope to generate debate within and across our four sessions.  For your convenience we have included abstracts of each paper in your conference folder.  A full set of papers is available for you to consult in four notebooks at the desk of the Harmsworth library.  Thank you in advance for all the intellectual stretching that you will do in the days ahead.  I hope it’s fun!  

*          *          *
It is now my pleasure to introduce our keynote speaker, Professor Jane Hunter of Lewis and Clark College.   Jane Hunter was one of the first historians to show us how nineteenth-century American women missionaries constructed and inhabited new social and cultural environments abroad.  Professor Hunter’s 1984 book, Gospel of Gentility:  American Women Missionaries in Turn-of-the-Century China, used the personal papers of women missionaries to analyze their private lives and work as well as their public interactions with the world around them.  That book helped us see American women missionaries as subjects of their own lives rather than pawns in a larger geo-political or geo-religious game.  
To that book Jane Hunter brought her own experience of teaching English composition in Hong Kong for two years after graduating from Yale in 1971.  She then returned to Yale and completed her PhD in 1981.  In 2003-2004 she returned to China and taught American history in Shanghai on a Fulbright Fellowship.  
Professor Hunter’s second book, How Ladies Became girls:  The Victorian origins of Girlhood in the United States (published in 2002), is also based on personal papers.  There she argues that co-educational high schools pulled teenaged girls out of their families, and into peer cultures that allowed them to build new expectations for female adulthood, contributing to the formation of the New Women of the turn of the century.  Whether as missionaries abroad or girls at home, Professor Hunter shows us, women shaped their lives by the choices they made, but they did so within a structure of opportunities and limitations that were not entirely of their making. 
Jane Hunter is just the right person to launch our conference.  Please join me in welcoming her. 
