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This paper explores key features of the American imperial project—located in a set of transnational networks of cultural communication, exchange, and power—by looking at the role of certain non-government reform organizations. Specifically the paper takes the case of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU), compares this organization briefly with other groups such as ordinary missionaries, Student Volunteers, and Christian Endeavor, and argues that American empire is characterized by formal anti-colonialism and reciprocal but asymmetrical cultural expansion, spearheaded by reform organizations with trans-national reach. The paper examines the role of the WCTU as a go-between linking missionaries on the ground with political and social policy via a Christian lobby and treats these themes concretely through three issues: the military canteen, provision of alcohol to
indigenous peoples, and the sanctioning of legalized prostitution in the Philippines. Through policies over these issues, a Christian coalition sought in the aftermath of the Philippine war to define the American imperial project in the light of missionary and WCTU colonial experiences. This lobbying process and its agenda of Christian/moral  foreign policy and
international relations involved cross gender alliances; nor can the processes
studied here be reduced to essentialist notions of colonized and colonizers.

