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In her autobiography My Lantern
, Michi Kawai, educator and General Secretary of the Japanese YWCA, described the tensions that faced Japanese Christian women faced in the early decades of the twentieth century. In 1950, she wrote the following: 

Without entering into a discussion of political problems…the writer wishes to emphasize the difficult position in which Japanese Christians, and especially Japanese women, who are promoters of international peace and harmony, have been placed. They were closely watched and severely criticized by the non-Christian elements of the country, as well as by the Christian peoples of the West. To some nationalists, the term “internationalism” is synonymous with “Communism,” and they regard Christians as dangerous and disloyal; while the peace workers and pacifists of other countries brand them as cowards, kowtowing humbly before militarism. 

Michi Kawai developed strong bonds with Western Protestantism and voluntarism-- allegiances that placed her into conflict with those in power in war time Japan. Her early education had been directed by American Protestant missionaries. She graduated from Bryn Mawr—an education that was sponsored by the philanthropy of American women. 

Her participation in Christian internationalism involved leadership in such voluntary organizations such as the YWCA and the World Student Christian Federation. As one who was in many ways bicultural, she was in great demand as someone who could translate Asia to the West. From a post-colonial framework, how can we understand Kawai’s achievements, rooted as they were in early missionary education and supported by Western Protestant philanthropy? This paper will examine the conflicts and contradictions of her loyalties, as well evaluate her contribution to the ideal of Christian internationalism.
� Kawai’s three books include My Lantern (Tokyo: Kyo Bun Kwan, 1939); Sliding Doors (Tokyo: Kasai, 1950); and Japanese Women Speak (Boston: Central Committee of the United Study of Foreign Missions, 1934). 


� Michi Kawai, Japanese Women Speak, 168.





