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In this article, I describe the first two decades of the missionary career
of American missionary to Angola, Janette Miller (1878-1969).  Miller’s
experiences provide a comprehensive example of how missionary work enabled
complex and extensive female authorship opportunities. I argue that text
production was central to the building of a female administrated
international missionary empire, and show why the ethos of women authors
like Miller was fundamentally fragile. A post World War I secular America
and, ironically, modern feminism ultimately led to the material and
ideological collapse of mission work run by women for women. Miller
experienced this transformation of American culture acutely because it
paralleled legislation affecting literacy in Angola, further crippling
traditional missionary work practiced under that particular Portuguese
colonial regime.  As a result, Miller’s experience also outlines a complex
racial script as she shared a power struggle with her African constituents.

