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This paper explores American domestic discourse in the writings of Martha Riggs, a missionary with the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions in the Ottoman Empire. It traces the influence of domestic discourse through the speeches of ethnic Bulgarian Orthodox women who shaped the gendered language of Bulgarian nationalism writ large, and it begins to explore the ways in which American Protestant missionaries complicated Muslim-Christian relations in the nineteenth century.
By introducing into the Ottoman Empire an American discourse of domesticity that celebrated the contributions of educated Christian women to the well being of the family, the community, and the larger society, Martha Riggs inadvertently provided a tool that supported ethnic and religious Bulgarian nationalism. Domestic discourse appealed to Bulgarian women who adapted it to resist the inroads of Protestant teachings while simultaneously promoting their own agenda—improved educational opportunities for their daughters, well-organized girls' schools with qualified female teachers, and a central place for women in the formation of the emerging Bulgarian nation. 

Martha Riggs’s writings contribute to our understanding of the interactions between American and foreign cultures in the mid-nineteenth century by raising questions about the political effects of the reproduction of American discourse in foreign-language texts. Although domestic discourse was an integral component of the imperial project of civilizing, it was a nationalist message that could easily be adapted in new environments. It offered a modern message of progress for peoples engaged in nation-building and a framework through which women could contribute to the national project.  It also offered a message of religious difference that Orthodox Christians could use to differentiate themselves from Ottoman Muslims and so raises new questions about American intervention in Muslim-Christian relations. 
