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This paper explores the interaction between Mary E. Gorman (1843-1924), the first of nearly one hundred North American women teachers who set up the early normal schools in Argentina, and Juana Manso (1816-1875), arguably the first Argentine feminist, a formidable educator and trail-blazer, who in historical accounts has generally been eclipsed by the educator President Domingo F. Sarmiento. I start by considering the development of Mary Gorman’s progressive and reforming ideas in the US, her deep and evolving religious conviction, her sense of mission laced with personal insecurities and tensions –largely gender related, all of which, together with the chance of earning good money, propelled her to make her vocation transnational, and, in a sense, to use ‘empire’ as a way of exporting her anxieties. I then consider how her multiple identities and reforming ideas met and entangled with a contentious Argentine national project, especially contentious regarding gender and place, a controversy at whose center stood Manso. In the 1840s, Manso spent several formative years in the US before becoming a teacher, writer, editor of the first educational journal in Argentina, the first female head of a co-ed school in Buenos Aires, as well as the first woman to be appointed, amid much opposition, to an official post. A generation older than the US teachers, she was the person who received the earliest teachers, helped them, instructed them in the ways of the country, and defended them when necessary. Manso was particularly close to Gorman, and her path intersected in crucial ways with Gorman and a group of idealistic Americans in Argentina who believed they were working to bring progress to a nation that, viewed through their paternalistic lenses, was the Latin American nation they thought the most similar to the US, and thus the most promising. 

