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Abstract
This study presents the relation between American Protestant missionarism, and gender and cultural encounters expressed in the writings of Martha Hite Watts (1845-1910). Martha Watts was appointed by the Woman’s Missionary Society to be missionary in Brazil (1881), where she lived until her retirement in 1908. Methodist and single-woman, Martha Watts worked as missionary in an independent, Catholic, imperial and slavery nation. As educator she founded many educational institutions: Piracicabano School (Colégio Piracicabano -1881); American School (Colégio Americano -1895); Mineiro School (Colégio Mineiro – 1902); Izabella Hendrix School (Colégio Izabella Hendrix – 1904).

She was a prolific writer, as her letters, articles, official reports and journals attested peculiar and strong impressions about Brazil, its costumes, gender roles, slavery, education, landscape, social life and culture. It is noteworthy to analyze these missionary texts as narratives in terms of their appropriations and Othering of diverse and heterogeneous subjectivities, and the role of missionary women in a cross-cultural context in order to demonstrate how they constitute a body of “knowledge” about the Other. The narratives of Christian progress and educational projects legitimized spaces for women’s agency in missionary work as sending culture.
  Martha Watts’ educational project went beyond her evangelical life and purpose. According to her point of view, cultural patterns based on a Methodist, modern educational and scientific approach were the support to “civilize” the “native” women and men and improve their skills to independence and freedom.  Her zeal for “rescuing” their “heathen sisters” from the “evils” of their Catholic culture became a strategy, and education was her goal.

