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Politically, vocationally, and personally, Luella Miner, an American missionary to China from 1888 until 1936, was transformed by life between two times, the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and two places, the United States and China.  Politically, Luella Miner, an American citizen and a Congregationalist missionary in North China moved beyond the limits of her national and denominational identities to challenge the policies and structures of her day.  This American citizen found herself in the United States in late 1901 as a vocal dissenter against the American government’s anti-Chinese immigration policies.  She used her church networks to oppose, through her writings and public speaking, the restrictions on Chinese immigration and to secure entrance into the U. S. for two of her own Chinese students.  
In the arena of church politics, she participated with other American and British missionaries to North China in the blurring of denominational identities in order to form union institutions to educate Chinese men and women.  She often found herself separated from the people in the American church in her openness to new ideas, such as evolution.  In the gender politics of the early twentieth century American church, Luella Miner emerged as an independent woman and a leader of national and international stature; however, in China she continued to espouse a nineteenth century image of womanhood, which her students rejected, in part, because they saw in her own life possibilities beyond marriage and motherhood.
Vocationally, Miner experienced a number of challenges.  She went to China as an educator and spent her early years teaching males, which she preferred.  Yet, her most important role was in establishing, administering, and teaching in the first college for women in China, the North China Union Women’s College/Yenching Women’s College.  She loved to write, but the demands of her work as an educator took precedence over her writing.  As she pioneered Christian higher education for Chinese women, Miner sought to blend the western education of women with their Chinese heritage.  As a science educator, she attempted to bring together the theories of evolution and her own understanding of Christian theology.   The vocational challenges that Miner faced contributed to the complexities of this woman of two eras and two places.

The foreign missionary was a person caught between worlds without benefit of identity fully with either world.  After Miner’s death in December 1936, she was dressed for burial in the black Mandarin coat that she often wore.  Her memorial service, in Chinese, took place in the chapel at the Shandong Christian University and incorporated features of a Chinese ceremony, followed by her interment, conducted in English, at the site of the Jinan Foreign Cemetery.  Although appearing in the traditional dress of China’s educated elite, Miner was laid to rest among foreigners.  Her decades in China had so changed her life that she was neither Chinese nor American but someone in-between.
