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     China of the 1920s and 30s was intent upon rebuilding and refashioning itself, with diverse visions of the reconstructed nation, from those of Chinese officials and reformers to those of  Westerners in their missions and imperial ventures.  All were concerned with this new China--and with women’s roles within it. 

     Much of the literature on the “new woman” of 1920s and 1930s China emphasizes elites. This paper, by contrast, examines the paths presented to—and then fashioned by—the girls and young women at the unique Door of Hope Mission in Shanghai, founded in 1900 by Anglo-American missionaries to rescue, convert, and reform prostitutes but which came to harbor all manner of marginalized  poor and needy women. It argues that the mixed messages given to Chinese women at the Door of Hope—to be a new urban female, not feminist; to marry and return to Chinese society but with Christian husbands who would help spread the Christian message; to work at productive urban jobs but for some to stay in the mission world and continue in the missionaries path-- reflected both the dominance by the 1920s at the Mission of the more evangelical China Inland Mission  combined with the 1930s New Life Movement campaign by Chiang Kaishek’s Nationalist government. Chiang’s New Life Movement, supported by evangelical missionaries and forcefully articulated by his wife, Soong Meiling, who had ties to the Door of Hope, had strong gender messages for both elite and lower class women. This paper discusses those messages and their reflection in the popular dolls sewn and sold by girls and young women at the Door of Hope.
