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Colonial Southeast Asia was one of the most important regions in the world for the interaction of American notions of empire, mission, and gender during the late 19th and early 20th century.  It was location of important U.S. mission efforts as well as of the United States’ most important colony, and the status of women in the Southeast Asia is traditionally relatively high, especially by Asian standards.  Despite these intriguing interactions, the experiences of American women as missionaries, and of the relationship of notions of empire to those experiences, has received little attention.  This paper begins to raise some questions about the complex, nuanced perceptions of empire and gender in the context of American mission in late colonial Southeast Asia.
