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During the late nineteenth century, white Baptist women worked throughout the United States, evangelizing among America’s increasingly diverse population.  For the home missionaries, two populations held particular importance:  African Americans in the U.S. South and Chinese immigrants on the Pacific Coast.  Indeed, the preoccupation with these groups mirrored a growing national concern with the “Negro Problem” and the “Chinese Question.”  As white reactions to black freedom and citizenship and to Chinese migration and settlement increased in volume, ferocity, and legal force, Baptist home mission women found themselves in a position to play a crucial role in the shaping of late-nineteenth century discourses on race and national belonging.

In this essay, I examine late-nineteenth century Baptist home missions to African Americans and Chinese immigrants as sites of racial formation.  I explore the connections between domestic and foreign evangelizing, the confluence of the rise female-centered missions and the increased focus on projects among racialized populations, and the contested nature of proselytizing discourse and practices.  I argue that female evangelicals were at the center of processes that delineated racial difference and, more specifically, that ideas of racial difference were intimately linked to discourses of national inclusion and exclusion and to gendered notions of domestic respectability.

