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The Christian movement in North-East India, intimately related to the political developments in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, resulted in the transmission of certain specifically Christian ideas into the socio-cultural life of the people of Assam. The missionaries acted not only as helpmates of the British imperialists who attempted to introduce Western ideas and institutions in India merely as a response to legitimize its political rule as a devastating critique of Hindu womanhood, but were themselves the imperialists reacting the drama of the colonizer. Bringing  men and women of Assam into vital contact with Jesus Christ being their objective, they used their knowledge and skill only  for such activities that ensured the fulfillment of their objective.
Attempts to substitute the strong communal feelings of the tribes by an individualism that was foreign to them, resulted in the destruction of all things that mattered in the village life and all old expressions of artistic and social genius of the people. Promotion of education amongst women, touted as an important cultural advance, was not intended to remove women from a position of subordination to males, either in the church or the society. On the contrary, it ensured the continuity of the institutional structures through the training of women to ultimately replace the missionary women as teachers, nurses, and administrators in schools and nursing schools and as leaders of women’s organizations in the church. The self- view that emerges amongst women educated in missionary schools indicates that women’s call for their uplift was more in the   nature of appeals to men to give them a chance to become enlightened life partners rather than making demands for women’s rights, perhaps an indication of the realization that it was wiser not to advocate the introduction of western style democracies in Imperial India!
