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The Bethany Indian Mission was the only formal outreach to American Indians supported by the Norwegian Synod (later the Norwegian Lutheran Church in America):  from 1884 to 1934 this immigrant church body provided a mission and school to Wisconsin tribes (the Mission remained open to 1955). While male clergy and superintendents constituted the leadership of the Mission (and school), women served as teachers and staff throughout its life.  In 1920, however, the Women’s Missionary Federation of the NLCA assumed budgetary responsibility for the Mission.  Educating their congregations about the work of the Indian mission became their primary objective and they achieved this through the publication and distribution of pamphlets.  This paper analyzes that body of literature, especially the representations of the Mission, the Indians, the women, and the land--as it explores meanings surrounding these conceptualizations, not only for the immigrant church and its members but also for the American empire.  I will argue that the Mission, and the Women’s Missionary Federation in particular, pursued a clear goal to Christianize Wisconsin Indians, but the immigrants--themselves marginalized--became Americanized in the process, while they facilitated federal policies of Americanizing Indians. Thus, they served another goal--the interests of securing and sustaining American empire.  While this analysis of a nineteenth century, protestant immigrant church mission to the Indians represents only one example, it points to the larger process in which nineteenth century European immigrant groups helped create, sustain and secure the American empire. 

