Abstract

"'Government is Religion': Frances Willard's Christianized Nationalism"
R. Bryan Bademan

Department of History 
Sacred Heart University, Fairfield Connecticut


"Government is Religion": Home and Nation in Frances Willard's Evangelical Politics -- Abstract: This essay explores the relationship between religion and the broader discourse of civilization in Frances Willard's construction of the American nation. I argue that liberal evangelicalism provided the ideological apparatus for Willard to imagine her work and the work of her followers as sacramental in nature and thus as serving to hristianize the nation's political life, a Christianization that she also claimed to have witnessed in missionary endeavors overseas. Her language, moreover, rich in metaphor and analogy, served to collapse (for the political purpose of women's rights) the separation of private and public, home and nation, and woman and man. Arguing for a domesticated and sanctified national life, Willard made an important and influential case for a Protestant politics in the United States and beyond, one which ultimately serves to challenge facile claims that that the nation was undergoing a dramatic secularization at the end of the nineteenth century.

